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Challenge Of Natural Hazards
Natural hazards pose major risks to 
people and property.

Tectonic Hazards
Earthquakes and volcanic eruptions are the result of physical processes.
The effects of, and responses to, a tectonic hazard vary between areas of 
contrasting levels of wealth.
Management can reduce the effects of a
tectonic hazard.

Weather Hazards
Global atmospheric circulation helps to determine patterns of weather and climate.
Tropical storms (hurricanes, cyclones, typhoons) develop as a result of particular physical 
conditions.
Tropical storms have significant effects on people and the environment.
The UK is affected by a number of weather hazards.
Extreme weather events in the UK have impacts on human activity.

Tropical Rainforests
Tropical rainforest ecosystems have a range of 
distinctive characteristics.
Deforestation has economic and 
environmental impacts.
Tropical rainforests need to be managed to be 
sustainable.

Living World – Ecosystems
Ecosystems exist at a range of 
scales and involve the interaction 
between biotic and
abiotic components.

Climate Change
Climate change is the result of natural and
human factors, and has a range of effects.
Managing climate change involves both
mitigation (reducing causes) and adaptation 
(responding to change).

Hot Deserts
Hot desert ecosystems have a range of
distinctive characteristics.
Development of hot desert environments
creates opportunities and challenges.
Areas on the fringe of hot deserts are at risk of 
desertification.

Fieldwork

Coastal Landscapes
The coast is shaped by a number of physical processes.
Distinctive coastal landforms are the result of rock type, structure 
and physical processes.
Different management strategies can be used to protect 
coastlines from the effects of physical processes.

River Landscapes
The shape of river valleys changes as rivers
flow downstream.
Distinctive fluvial landforms result from different physical processes.
Different management strategies can be used
to protect river landscapes from the effects of
flooding.

Geographical Applications

UK physical Landscapes
The UK has a range of diverse landscapes.

Issue Evaluation

Geographical Skills

Challenges in the Human 
Environment

Urban issues and challenges
A growing percentage of the world’s population lives in urban 
areas.
Urban growth creates opportunities and challenges for cities in 
LICs and NEEs.
Urban change in cities in the UK leads to a variety of social, 
economic and environmental
opportunities and challenges.
Urban sustainability requires management of resources and 
transport.

Changing Economic World
There are global variations in economic 
development and quality of life.
Various strategies exist for reducing the global
development gap.
Some LICs and NEEs are experiencing rapid
economic development which leads to
significant social, environmental and cultural
change.
Major changes in the economy of the UK have
affected, and will continue to affect, employment
patterns and regional growth.

Challenges of resource management
Food, water and energy are fundamental to
human development.
The changing demand and provision of
resources in the UK create opportunities and 
challenges.

Food
Demand for food resources is rising 
globally but supply can be insecure, 
which may lead to
conflict.
Different strategies can be used to 
increase food supply.

Water
Demand for water resources is 
rising globally but supply can be 
insecure, which may lead to 
conflict.
Different strategies can be used to 
increase water supply.

Energy
Demand for energy resources is rising 
globally but supply can be insecure, which 
may lead to conflict.
Different strategies can be used to 
increase energy supply.
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What are OS maps and 
how do we locate places 
on them?

What are the human and 
physical features of the 
UK?

How has the UK changed 
over time? (Employment, 
land use and 
environment.)

What is the weather and 
climate of the UK like?

What is a tropical storm?
Include case study.

Comparison of HIC and 
LIC weather events.

Map Skills
- 16 point compass
- 4 & 6 figure grid 

references
- Scale and distance
- Map symbols
- Longitude and latitude 

Where are the 
fantastic places 
located in the 
world?

Where are the positive and 
negative impacts of 
tourism on the fantastic 
places?

What is Africa 
like?

What are the different biomes of Africa?

What are the human and 
physical geographies of 
Africa?

Crime enquiry 
of Barnsley

How does crime 
differ across the 
world?

Rivers and 
Physical 
landscapes.

Compare LIC to HIC –
Bangladesh and UK.

What are the causes and effects of 
flooding?

How do upper, middle 
and lower courses differ?

What are resources and how can 
we manage them?

How are environmental 
issues linked to climate 
change?

Is food distributed evenly?

Glaciation and 
physical 
landscapes.

How do glaciers erode, 
transport and deposit?

What are resources and how can 
we manage them?

How do people and climate 
effect glaciers?

What countries make up the 
Middle East?

How are people spread around the 
Middle East?

How are people 
affected by conflict?

What is an 
impossible place?

How do people 
live in impossible 
places and their 
impact?

How does climate affect 
the rainforest?

What are the worlds 
biomes?

How do people live and use 
the rainforest?

What is the theory of 
plate tectonics?

What causes earthquakes and volcanoes?

Causes/effects/respo
nses of LIC/HIC 
earthquake case 
study.

How do volcanoes 
and super volcanoes 
differ?

Case Studies UK and 
China

Why do people 
migrate?

What is urbanisation?

How and why do populations 
change over time?

Factors affecting urbanisation.
How did UK cities grow? 

How can Rio De Janeiro manage 
growth of squatter settlements? 

Coasts and physical landscapes.

How can we manage coastlines 
(Holderness)? 

Why do we get 
different coastal 
landforms? 

What are long and cross 
profiles?

Rivers – UK physical landscapes.

River Tees case 
study

How can we manage 
floods? 

What is crime?
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What is 
London like?

What are the four 
seasons like in London?

Which compass points 
can you use to describe a 
location?

Y1 Map Skills
• Atlas for:

UK
Oceans
Other Countries

• Compass Directions
NSEW

What is my local 
environment like?

Y2 Map Skills
• Maps
• Atlases
• GIS (geographical information 

systems)
• Aerial images
• Compass directions

What is Brazil like? What are the human and 
physical features of the 
UK and Brazil?

What are the 7 
continents and 
5 oceans of the 
world?

Where are the 
worlds 
earthquakes and 
volcanoes?

What are the 
human and 
physical 
characteristics of 
Sheffield?

Fieldwork
• Human and 

physical features
• Sketch map

What are the causes and 
effects of earthquakes 
and volcanoes?

What are the physical and 
human characteristics of 
our local area (rivers, 
hills, mountains and 
cities)?

Can you name some 
counties and cities of the 
UK?

What evidence 
can you collect 
and record from 
our local area?

Y3 Map Skills
• Atlases (continents and oceans)
• GIS (geographical information systems)
• Aerial images
• Simple grid references
• Map symbols
• OS Maps
• Compass points

How is the land used in 
Sheffield and how has 
it changed over time?

How does Sheffield’s 
land use compare to 
Barnsley?

Y4 Map Skills
• Ordinance Survey maps
• GIS (geographical information systems)
• 8 points of the compass
• 4 figure grid references
• Map symbols
• Atlas

5

What are the physical 
(biomes) and human (land 
use, economic activity and 
population densities) of 
North America?

How does a region of North 
Americas compare to the 
UK?

Which geographical 
resources can you use to give 
your opinion on a region of 
North America?

Y5 Map Skills
• Atlas/Maps (longitude 

and latitude)
• World biomes
• 8 compass points
• Aerial Maps
• Topological maps

6
Which are the physical and 
human characteristics of 
Europe?

How are locations across 
Europe similar and different 
and how have these changed 
over time?

Which geographical 
resources can you use to give 
your opinion on a European 
location?

Y6 Map Skills
• Atlas (Europe rivers and 

mountains)
• Longitude and latitude skills.  E.g, 

Northern hemisphere
• 8 compass points
• Grid references


