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17 December 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
As we reach the final day of term, I wanted to thank all parents/carers for their continued support 
and understanding during what has become an increasingly difficult time for us all. It has been 
pleasing to see how well the pupils have responded to new restrictions in the secondary phase, 
such as the requirement to wear face coverings in communal area, and this shows how committed 
they are to keeping our community safe. Until further notice from the government, pupils, staff 
and visitors are expected to wear face coverings on corridors and in communal areas. If your child 
is exempt from wearing a face covering, please ensure they wear their lanyard. 
 
Despite the pressure that we are all operating under, we have had a busy few weeks at Holy 
Trinity as we have attempted to keep our routines going. It was good to see so many parents 
engaging with staff at our various parents’ evenings – even if we are still adjusting to online 
arrangements. Students have enjoyed taking part in Retreats held in the chapel. Also, we had a 
very successful AC Day with students especially enjoying performances from singer and 
instrumentalist Denis Coleman and this week it was fantastic to see students and staff wearing 
their Christmas jumpers. 
 
Year 11 completed their mock exams. Their attitude throughout has been exemplary and early 
indications are that pupils have worked hard to catch up the learning that they have lost during 
the pandemic. Results will be shared with students when they return in January and we ask that 
they continue with this level of commitment as they build up to the real exams next summer, once 
they have enjoyed their Christmas break! 
 
At the end of every term, it is always difficult saying goodbye to staff who have demonstrated 
commitment to the school and have supported our pupils to achieve their best. This term, we say 
thank you and goodbye to: 
 
Mr Fox, Head of Year 8 & Teacher of Humanities 
Mr Bennett, Teacher of Maths 
Miss Bramley, Teacher of PE 
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Arrangements for the Start of Term 
 
As you will all be aware, the government has stipulated that all secondary pupils must be offered a 
lateral flow test at school on their return in January. Tests will only be administered to pupils who 
have been given consent. 
 
Please see the arrangements for the testing and the start to term below. 
We would urge all pupils to carry out a lateral flow test throughout the Christmas break and on 
the evening of Monday, 3 January before the new term begins.  
 
To enable us to carry out the testing, we have decided to stagger the start of term as follows: 
Y7 & 11 pupils Tuesday, 4th January 
Y10 pupils Wednesday, 5th January 
Y9 pupils Thursday, 6th January 
Y8 pupils Friday, 7th January 
 
Pupils must arrive at their normal start time and go straight to registration. Instructions will be 
given to the pupils in form time. 
 
If you have not yet given consent but would now like to do so, please follow the link below: 
Consent form for COVID-19 testing in secondary schools and colleges (Page 1 of 5) (office.com) 
 
All arrangements are correct at the time of writing. However, we are aware that many changes in 
government guidance occur during school holidays. If the guidance for schools changes, we will 
alter our plans accordingly and inform all parents/carers. 
 
Close Contacts 
 
Guidance for close contacts has changed as of Tuesday, 14 December as follows: 
 
'All adults who are fully vaccinated and children aged 5 to 18 years and 6 months, identified as a 
contact of someone with COVID-19 - whether Omicron or not- should take a lateral flow device 
(LFD) test every day for 7 days instead of self-isolating. Once notified by NHS Test and Trace as a 
close contact, all eligible staff, pupils, and students should take an LFD each day for 7 days and 
report the results through the Online Reporting System and to their setting. If they test negative, 
they can continue to attend their education setting. If they test positive, they should self-isolate 
and order a PCR test to confirm the result. If the PCR is positive, they must self-isolate for 10 days. 
If the PCR test is negative, they no longer need to self-isolate but should continue to carry out the 
remainder of the daily tests, and only need to isolate if it is positive.' 
 
Additional kits can be collected from the main school reception or form rooms. 
 
Standards and Expectations 
 
Christmas and New Year is often a time when students are socialising and choose to change their 
hair colour, have piercings and nail extensions. We understand their desire to do this but please 
ensure that your child meets our uniform expectations on their return to school as failure to do so 
could result in a sanction. Details of our uniform policy can be found on the school website. 
 
We always encourage our students to respect residents in our local community, therefore when 
students are wearing the Holy Trinity uniform and traveling to and from school, they must behave 



  

in a way that is polite, respectful and reflective of the school's values. When travelling on the 
school buses, all students must follow the guidelines and behave in a safe way at all times. 
 
We would encourage you to discuss our standards and expectations with your child before they 
return to school in January, to ensure they continue to meet our expectations. 
 
Finally, I hope that you all have a fantastic Christmas period and stay safe. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs L Oldcorn 
Headteacher 


