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Dear Parent / Carer,  

Year 9 Options  

Year 9 students are at the start of the process of selecting their GCSE and BTEC options for Year 10. 

This is the most important stage in your child’s education so far and we understand it can be an 

anxious time. Making the right decisions and choices is of great importance.  

Your child will be having a special assembly on Wednesday 10th February. After your child’s assembly 

you will received a letter via text link with the appropriate pathway booklet, for your child, to help 

guide you and your son/daughter through the subjects and courses available to study. This booklet is 

designed to help you make an informed choice regarding the optional subjects your child may wish 

to study and other important information about subjects in year 10 and 11.  

Ordinarily we would have an ‘options evening’ to support this process, however given the current 

situation this is unable to happen. That will not stop the process happening though and we have a 

detailed and considered plan in place to ensure that the options process will go ahead smoothly.  

We will be providing you with lots of ways of accessing information to inform you and your 

son/daughter’s decisions.  

Your son/daughter’s Options Assembly will be held at 8:45am on Wednesday 10th February, over 

Teams, to explain the process. You, as their parent/carer are welcome to attend this with them 

however we will also be recording the assembly so that you can watch it afterward, from the school 

website, should you wish. 

We have set up a Year 9 Options webpage that can be accessed through the school’s website and 

has copies of the pathway booklets, as well as the Microsoft form for your child to input their option 

choices.  

All the subject teachers, Heads of Departments and Mr Smith (Year 9 Head of Standards) are 

available to discuss option choices and any other questions you may have through the usual emails 

and Teams.  

We are also setting aside dedicated time with our careers team if you wish to discuss your option 

choices. Please email Mr. McInerney (gmcinerney@holytrinitybarnsley.org) or Miss Hardcastle 

(hhardcastle@holytrinitybarnsley.org) if you would like to know more and they can arrange to 

discuss your choices in more detail either through Teams or over the telephone. 

Finally, by 3pm on Wednesday 24th February we ask that your son/daughter has submitted their 

option choices through the Microsoft form on our website. (You will receive a link to this in a text 

message after the Options Assembly). If they do not complete the form by this date we may not be 

able to support their choices. 
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If you have any questions or queries that are not answered in either this letter or the options 

booklet, please don’t hesitate to contact me at tdolan@holytrinitybarnsley.org 

Yours faithfully, 

Toni Dolan 

Assistant Head teacher (Teaching, Learning and Curriculum) 
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