
 

Company Number 08665067 
 

                                                                  

HOLY TRINITY 
A Catholic and Church of England Voluntary Academy 

 The Hallam Schools’ Partnership Academy Trust  

Acting Headteacher: Mrs L Oldcorn 

Carlton Road, Barnsley, S71 2LF 
Tel: 01226 704550 / Fax: 01226 286798 

Email: info@holytrinitybarnsley.org 
Website: www.holytrinitybarnsley.org  

 
 

Year 7 Communication/Y7 Settling in Parent/Carer Update 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
We have almost made it to the end of our very first half term! I would like to place on record how 
proud I am of our Y7 students and how they have risen to the challenge this half term. Despite the 
testing times that we all find ourselves living through, I am pleased with the way they have settled 
into school life. It has been a pleasure to see the students flourishing both academically and 
spiritually as well as forging new and heart-warming friendships. I am particularly pleased with Y7 
attendance, which is the best in the Secondary Phase! This is a fantastic achievement considering 
the times we are living through. Well done to all of you! Let’s keep it going! 
 
My wish for all Y7s now and into the future is that their time at Holy Trinity is a happy and 
successful one. I want them to enjoy coming to school; that they feel safe and well-looked after. 
Student well-being is our number one priority this academic year. We are lucky to have such a 
hard-working and caring student support officer, Mrs Wiles, attached to our year group. I know a 
number of you have already spoken to her and I know she has resolved any issues in a timely 
manner. We are lucky to have her working with us!  
Below is a sample of some of the exciting work that has taken place so far this term. A number of 
students have benefitted from:  
 

● Transition with the REDS 

Transition with the REDS, a 12-week emotional support programme for Year 7 Pupils as they 
return to school post Covid-19, with the additional, challenging transition from Year 6 to Secondary 
School. 

The programme, designed to give additional support for pupils, with the overall aim of improving 
emotional well-being as they begin their journey through Secondary School, providing knowledge 
and understanding of their mental health, equipping pupils with the skills and strategies for the 
challenges they face in their Secondary School transition. 

● Mindspace  

During these session’s pupils will be provided with strategies to use in everyday life. During session 
your child will focus on: 

 Dealing with change through exploring previous and future life changes  
 Exploring internal and external control and making positive choices 
 Problem solving techniques to help with any worries they have 
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 Building confidence and communication skills 

Group sessions begin after half term. 

● House Chaplaincy Leaders 
 
There is an opportunity within each tutor group for two students to become House Chaplaincy 
Leaders. This will involve: 
 
Encouraging students to make a positive contribution to the Christian Ethos of Holy Trinity 
Encouraging students to get involved in charitable events and fundraising 
Encouraging students to take an active role in planning and delivering House/Form worships 
 
● Form time enrichment  
 
Form time has been used to cover issues such as anti-bullying. Students have taken part in the 
Big-Anti-Bullying Assembly (from the Princess Diana Award) and have made pledges to respect 
and care for each other. Students are looking at fire safety this week as we approach Halloween 
and Bonfire Night. Students have also been receiving important training on the use of Microsoft 
Teams. We hope to have all class groups set up very soon. All of your child’s homework will then 
be set through Microsoft Teams.  
 
●Year 7 settling in Parents Evening 
 
This week our Y7 settling in parents evening would have been taking place. Unfortunately, due to 
the current Covid-19 restrictions, this cannot take place in person. To overcome this we are 
offering a telephone conversation with your child’s form tutor. If you would like discuss your child’s 
education with their form tutor this week, then please do request so on the contact form on the 
school website. We will try our utmost to contact you this week. 
 
I would like to finish by thanking you, the parents and carers. The school-home partnership is so 
important in ensuring your child gets the very best education possible. We will always have your 
child’s best interests at heart. Thank you for being kind to us and working with us. It allows our 
year group to be a happy and harmonious one. I would like to wish you all a happy and restful half 
term and we look forward to welcoming students again on Tuesday 3rd November 2020. 
 
Stay safe,  
 
Kindest regards,  
 

 
 
Mr A Fox 
 
Head of Standards for Year 7  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


