
HOLY TRINITY 

Primary History Progression 

  

 Year 1 
Toys from the past 

Great Fire of London 

Year 2 
Cannon Hall 

Grace Darling and Amy Johnson 

 

Year 3 
A local history study – Mining 

Changes in Britain from the Stone 
Age to the Iron Age 

Year 4 
Romans, Anglo Saxons and 

Vikings 
The History of the Titanic 

Year 5 
Shang Dynasty 

Mayans 

Year 6 
First World War 
Ancient Greece 

Chronological 
understanding 

 

Look at toys from the past up to 
the present day on a timeline and 
then sort toys from the past and 
the present day. 
 
Recognise that toys have changed 
over time. 
 
Look at a timeline of when the 
Great Fire of London took place.  
 
Introduce the concept of a 
timeline including events that 
have happened during the 
children’s lifetime.  
 
Begin to describe similarities and 
differences. 
 

Sort photographs into Victorian 
Barnsley and Barnsley in the 
present. 
 
Order some events to create a 
simple timeline of the history of 
Cannon Hall. 

 
Describe similarities and 
differences of the use of cannon 
hall in the past and in the present 
day.   
 
Order some events to create a 
simple timeline of events from 
Grace Darling’s life.  
 
Describe how the lives of Grace 
Darling and Amy Johnson were 
the same/different. 
 

Place key dates and events on a 
timeline. E.G the Oakes mining 
disaster, invention of the Davy 
lamp and changes in law. 
 
Explain how and why the mining 
industry changed over time and 
compare life during the mining 
industry and lives in the present 
specifically looking at the local 
area.  
 
Draw and place events from the 
Stone Age on a timeline, taking 
into consideration what came 
before and afterwards. 
 
Compare the Iron Age and Stone 
Age using appropriate vocabulary 
to show chronology.   

Use and apply dates and 
chronology to show an 
understanding of the changing 
civilisations. 
 
Create a timeline to show the 
civilisations. 
 
Explain how and why the lives of 
the Romans, Anglo-Saxons and 
Vikings (including Boudica and 
Cartimandua) changed over time. 

 
Compare the life in 1912 (Titanic) 
and the present day looking at the 
different class systems in detail. 
 

Draw a timeline with intervals to 
show chronology and when the 
Shang Dynasty civilisation was.  
 
Compare the lives of the Mayans 
with the present day and give 
reasons why there are similarities 
and differences.   
 
Compare life in Shang Dynasty 
and the present day. 
 
Use a range of vocabulary to 
describe chronology. 

Draw a timeline with intervals to 
show chronology of significant 
events from the First World War 
that lead to the significant turning 
point. 
 
Make detailed comparisons about 
life during the First World War 
and life in the present day. 
 
Place Ancient Greece on a time 
line in relation to other 
civilisations. 

 
Order events in ancient history to 
show chronology of different 
civilisations.   
 
Compare life in Ancient Greek 
with present day and explain the 
impact they had.  

Vocabulary 

 
Use correct names for a range of 
toys from the past and present 
day. E.G, older, newer, similar, 
different. 
 
Use correct names of key 
places/people/events from life in 
London 1666 (Great Fire of 
London). E.g. Samuel Pepys, 
eyewitness, Sir Christopher Wren, 
capital city and River Themes.  
 
Begin to use KS1 historical terms.  

Use correct names and vocabulary 
specific to the people and use of 
Cannon Hall in the past and 
present day. 
 
Use correct names and vocabulary 
specific to Grace Darling and Amy 
Johnson. 
 
Use KS1 historical terms. 

 

Use vocabulary specific to mining 
e.g., pit pony, Davy Lamp, colliery, 
industrial, Hewer and Getter 
 
Use vocabulary specific to Stone 
Age/Iron Age.  E.g Hunter 
gatherer, Neolithic, wattle and 
daub. 
 
Begin to use KS2 historical terms. 
 

Use vocabulary specific to 
significant events and 
achievements of the Romans, 
Anglo-Saxons and Vikings. 
 
Use vocabulary specific to life in 
1912 (Titanic)/. E.G. White Star, 
disaster, Captain Smith, first class, 
second class, third class and 
iceberg. 
 
Use some KS2 historical terms. 
 

Use vocabulary specific to life in 
the Shang Dynasty e.g, tomb, 
afterlife, belief, oracle bone. 
 
Use vocabulary specific to the 
Mayans e,g cocoa, Indigenous,  
Mesoamerica, Civilisation 
 
Use KS2 historical terms. 
 

 

Use vocabulary specific to the 
First World War.  E.g, trenches, 
truce, allies and propaganda. 
 
Use vocabulary specific to Ancient 
Greece.  E.g, Gods, Olympics, 
democracy, Athens and Sparta. 
 
Use a range of KS2 historical 
terms. 

 

Questioning 

 
Ask questions related to toys in 
the past and present day. E.g, 
Why? What? Who?  
 
Use photos to ask questions about 
toys in the past. 
 
Ask questions related to life in 
London 1666 (Great Fire of 
London). E.g, why? What? Who? 
 

 

Ask questions related to Cannon 
Hall in the past and present day. 
E.g, why? What? Who? 
 
Look at a variety of sources to 
help answer questions. E.g, 
information books, display, 
artefacts. 

 
Ask questions to find out more 
about the lives Grace Darling and 

Ask and answer questions about 
mining in the past and the 
conditions miners faced. As well 
as asking and answering questions 
about the effects that mining has 
had on present day life. 

 
Ask and answer questions about 
the Iron Age and Stone Age to 
develop an understanding of the 
changes between the ages.   

 

Ask questions that encourage 
deeper discussions related to the 
Romans, Anglo-Saxons and 
Vikings.   
 
Conduct an enquiry to find out 
what legacy the Romans left 
behind. 

 
Ask questions that encourage 
deeper discussions related life in 
1912 (Titanic).  

Ask and answer questions about 
religions and beliefs during this 
era.  
 
Ask and answer questions about 
the culture of the Mayan’s 
civilisation. 
 
 
Study a range or historical sources 
and challenge their reliability. 
 

Ask and answer questions about 
events and life in the trenches to 
develop understanding about 
change, cause and significance. 
 

Use sources to understand 
what life was like in the first 
World War including 
propaganda posters, 
photographs, re-counts, 
videos. 
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Amy Johnson. E.g, why? What? 
Who? 

 

Use a range of sources to help 
answer questions about the past.  

 
Justify answers using primary or 
secondary sources such as 
survivor testimonies, newspaper 
reports, photographs, scientific 
theories and stories. 

 

 Ask and answer questions about 
the impact of the Ancient Greeks 
on present day life. 
 
Justify answers using primary or 
secondary sources such as 
personal recounts, photographs, 
artefacts, archaeologist findings.   
 
Challenge the validity of a range 
of sources. 
 
Consider ways of 
checking the accuracy 
of interpretations – fact or 
fiction and opinion?  

Knowledge 

 
Remember some key events about 
toys from the past and present 
e.g. Children played with wooden 
spinning tops in the past. 
 
Understand that toys have 
changed over time. 
 
Remember some key events 
about the Great Fire of London 
e.g. The fire was in London and it 
started on Pudding Lane. 
 
Understand that life in London 
1666 was different to life in 
London in the present day. 
 
Begin to understand how we can 
find out about the past e.g., 
objects, photos, diary extracts, 
newspaper reports and text books. 

 

Remember key events about 
Cannon Hall from the past and 
present including what it was used 
for in the past and the present 
day. 

 
Remember key events about the 
lives of Grace Darling and Amy 
Johnson. E.g. Grace Darling was a 
lighthouse keeper’s daughter. 
 
Understand how we can find out 
about the past e.g, objects, photos 
and memories of the older 
generation, diary extracts, text 
books. 

 

Remember key events that took 
place during the mining industry 
such as the Oakes mining disaster, 
laws passed to stop women and 
children from working in mines, 
the introduction of machinery and 
the invention of the Davy lamp.  
 

 
Explain how and why people in 
the studied time periods lived in 
the way that they did. 

 
Remember key events/changes 
that took place between the Iron 
Age and Stone Age and explain 
why these changes occurred.  
 
Understand and use a range of 
sources (e.g, objects, photos, 
video clips, websites and 
memories of the older generation 
to develop learning.   
 

 

Remember significant events 
about the Romans, Anglo-Saxons 
and Vikings and explain why they 
are significant. 
 
Remember significant events 
about life in 1912 (Titanic). E.G 
When the titanic set sail (10th April 
1912),where it was going (France, 
Ireland and New York), the strict 
class systems and the cost of the 
trip, when did the Titanic sink and 
why ( 15th April 1912).  
 
Use a range of sources to 
understand about the past, such 
as survivor testimonies, 
newspaper reports, photographs, 
scientific theories and stories to 
understand how we know about 
the past. 

Remember and explain about the 
lives of those in the Shang 
Dynasty including religious beliefs, 
afterlife and oracle bones and the 
significant events of this time 
period. 
 
Remember and explain facts 
about the culture of the Mayan 
civilisation and why this was. 
 
Understand and use appropriate 
sources/artefacts (e.g. objects, 
photos and memories of the older 
generation, diary extracts, text 
books, visual clips) and explain their 
importance. 
 
Record and communicate 
knowledge in different forms· 
work independently and in groups 
showing initiative. 
 
 
 
 

 

Remember and explain in detail 
key events about the First World 
War such as the Battle of Amien, 
Spanish flu and diseases in the 
trenches. 
 
Explain why the significant events 
were important and became a 
turning point in the First World 
War.   
 
Study life in Ancient Greece and 
the impact this has had on the 
modern day. 
 
Understand why there is a change 
in history over time and explain 
some key events including details 
about Athens and Sparta. 
 
Use a variety of ways to 
communicate knowledge and 
understanding including extended 
writing. 
 
Gather knowledge from a variety 
of sources to form a fluent 
recount of the time studied.  

 


