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Living things 
and Their 
Habitats 

Knowledge Skills  Key Vocabulary 

Year 2   
Living in 
Habitats 

Children will begin to identify some life processes which indicate 
that animals and plants are alive.  
 
Children will learn about what a habitat is, and what animals and 
plants need to survive in them.  
 
Children will identify features of seaside habitats and discuss 
which plants and animals might live in it, and where.  
 
Children will identify characteristics of animals which give clues 
about the habitats they live in.  
 
Children will learn about micro-habitats and the organisms that 
live in them.  
 
Children will begin to understand how organisms in a habitat are 
dependent upon one another, and that these dependencies can be 
shown as food chains.  

 Observing closely, using simple equipment 

 Identifying and classifying 

 Using their observations and ideas to suggest 
answers to questions 

 Explore and compare the differences between 
things that are living, dead, and things that have 
never been alive 

 Identify that most living things live in habitats to 
which they are suited and describe how different 
habitats provide for the basic needs of different 
kinds of animals and plants, and how they depend 
on each other 

 Identify and name a variety of plants and animals 
in their habitats, including micro-habitats 

 Describe how animals obtain their food from 
plants and other animals, using the idea of a 
simple food chain, and identify and name different 
sources of food 

living, dead, habitat, 
energy, food chain, 
predator, prey, 
woodland, pond, 
desert, 
microhabitats 
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Year 4   
Living in 

Environments 

Children will identify habitats, and consider why their conditions 
are important for the animals living in them.  
 
Children will organise animals into groups according to some of 
their characteristics.  
 
Children will use classification keys to identify and sort animals 
into groups.  
 
Children will identify a range of animals from different 
environments using classification keys.  
 
Children will use Venn Diagrams and Carroll diagrams to sort 
plants according to some of their characteristics.  
 
Children will consider ways in which animals living in environments 
are affected by human behaviour, then suggest ways in which we 
can help protect and sustain habitats. 

 Making systematic and careful observations and, 
where appropriate, taking accurate measurements 
using standard units, using a range of equipment, 
including thermometers and data loggers 

 Gathering, recording, classifying and presenting 
data in a variety of ways to help in answering 
questions 

 Recording findings using simple scientific 
language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, bar 
charts, and tables 

 Identifying differences, similarities or changes 
related to simple scientific ideas and processes 

 Recognise that living things can be grouped in a 
variety of ways 

 Explore and use classification keys to help group, 
identify and name a variety of living things in their 
local and wider environment 

 Recognise that environments can change and that 
this can sometimes pose dangers to living things 

environment, 
flowering,  
non-flowering, 
plants, animals,  
vertebrate, danger, 
invertebrates, snails, 
slugs, worms, 
spiders, insects, 
vertebrates, fish, 
amphibians, 
reptiles, birds, 
mammals, plants,  
flowering plants, 
nonflowering, 
population,  
development,  
litter, deforestation 

Year 5 
Life Cycles 

Children will recap the names of parts of a flower and learn about 
how flowering plants reproduce sexually.  
 
Children will learn about some ways in which nonflowering plants 
reproduce asexually. 
 
Children will learn about sexual reproduction in animals, including 
some ways in which some reptiles and fish reproduce. 
 
Children will study and compare the life cycles of animals living in a 
variety of environments.  
 
Children will learn more about the life cycles of animals, focussing 
on gestation periods and growth.  

 Taking measurements, using a range of scientific 
equipment, with increasing accuracy and 
precision, taking repeat readings when 
appropriate 

 Recording data and results of increasing 
complexity using scientific diagrams and labels, 
classification keys, tables, scatter graphs, bar and 
line graphs 

 Reporting and presenting findings from enquiries, 
including conclusions, causal relationships and 
explanations of and degree of trust in results, in 
oral and written forms such as displays and other 
presentations 

Mammal, 
Reproduction, 
Insect, Amphibian, 
Bird, Offspring, 
life process, 
reproduction, 
plants, animals,  
vegetable, garden,  
flower, border, 
reproduction: plants, 
sexual, asexual  
animals: sexual  
life cycles – mammal 
amphibian, insect, 
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Children will learn about the work of naturalists and animal 
behaviourists. 

 Identifying scientific evidence that has been used 
to support or refute ideas or arguments 

 Describe the differences in the life cycles of a 
mammal, an amphibian, an insect and a bird 

 Describe the life process of reproduction in some 
plants and animals 

bird, lifecycles, 
around the world, 
rainforest, oceans, 
desert, prehistoric, 
similarities, 
differences, 
germination, 
pollination,   
stamen, 
stigma 

Year 6 
Classifying 
Organisms 

Children will learn about some of the broad groups used to classify 
animals. 
 
Children will consider ways in which animals which belong to the 
same broad group can be distinguished and further classified. 
 
Children will learn some ways in which plants are classified by 
botanists. 
 
Children will learn about the development of Linnaeus’ 
classification system. 
 
Children will learn about some ways in which microorganisms are 
classified, and what they need to survive.  
 
 

 Planning different types of scientific enquiries 
to answer questions, including recognising and 
controlling variables where necessary 

 Recording data and results of increasing 
complexity using scientific diagrams and labels, 
classification keys, tables, scatter graphs, bar 
and line graphs 

 Reporting and presenting findings from 
enquiries, including conclusions, causal 
relationships and explanations of and degree of 
trust in results, in oral and written forms such 
as displays and other presentations 

 Describe how living things are classified into 
broad groups according to common observable 
characteristics and based on similarities and 
differences, including micro-organisms, plants 
and animals 

 Give reasons for classifying plants and animals 
based on specific characteristics 

organism  
micro-organism 
fungus  
mushrooms 
classification keys 
environment  
fish  
amphibians reptiles  
birds  
mammals 
vertebrates 
invertebrates 

 


