
Art 
 

Teacher of Art: Mrs K Darby   
Head of Department: Miss S Munford 
 

How is the learning organised? 
Mixed gender/ability/form technology groups as part of a 10 week Technology & Arts rotation.  
 
In art, each year group will spend 60-70% of their time on gathering, researching and 
investigating, and the remainder of their time on their personal interpretation of the theme, 
produced in response to their findings.  
 
In Year 9 students will choose to complete 2 subjects across the technology department (Art, 
Food, DT and Music).  In the final term they will revisit one of these two subjects to enable 
them to prepare fully to take that subject at GCSE. 
 

Key Stage 3 Content/Skills: 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

IDENTITY 
Pupils will investigate the 
ways in which a number of 
different cultures express their 
identities through their use of 
materials and traditional 
interpretations of the human 
face.  
They will explore: 2D art 
through drawing & painting; 
3D work through model 
making & clay; and basic 
stitching to form folds in 
textiles. 
Year 7 pupils will learn how to 
keep an effective sketchbook, 
and develop their annotation, 
presentation & communication 
skills. 

BYGONE BRITAIN 

Pupils will examine creative 
traditions from Ancient and 
Medieval Britain, including The 
Green Man, Celtic Knotwork 
and illuminated manuscripts. 
They will build on their 
creative skills: 2D skills include 
sophisticated use of coloured 
pencils & fine detailed 
watercolour painting; model 
making and claywork include 
more complex techniques; 
understanding the principles 
of knitting is investigated in 
textiles. 
Year 8 pupils will develop 
more sophisticated sketchbook 
& communication skills.  

PRESENT (1) 
Pupils will explore the 
potential of combining 
materials and attachments 
through their scrutiny of The 
SteamPunk movement. 
Year 9 will focus on 
contemporary methods of 
applying traditional techniques 
and processes, including batik. 
 
PRE-GCSE: MOVEMENTS (2) 
This project will visit a number 
of art movements through 
time. Pupils will experience a 
range of processes, including 
types of printmaking, 
exploration of colour, painting 
techniques and mixing media.  
 

Useful Resources: 
In all years, pupils will benefit from having a basic Art kit (cartridge paper, sketching pencils, 
eraser, sharpener, coloured pencils, watercolours and brushes) and a space in which to work. 
Access to an internet device (PC, Laptop, iPad, Android etc) to source images and research facts 
will help to complete homework task and support classroom learning.  
 

How you can support your child: 
Ask to see homework tasks and use these to discuss your child’s learning. Instigate and 
encourage discussion about the creative industries, such as architecture/interior design, film 
making/special effects, fashion/sports clothing and accessory design.  Visiting galleries, 
museums, sculpture parks will supplement the curriculum, and encourage interest in arts, which 
will also support classroom learning. 

 


