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16th March 2020 
 
Dear Parent / Carer 
Coronavirus Update 
I am writing to update you on our current plans and activities regarding Coronavirus (COVID-19). 
All schools in England have received guidance from Public Health England and are receiving daily 
updates from the Department for Education, giving up to date guidance regarding Coronavirus and 
travel advice. We are following this advice carefully. 
The current advice is that schools remain open and no education or children’s social care setting 
should close in response to a suspected or confirmed COVID-19 case unless advised to do so by 
Public Health England. 
As such, we will continue to remain open unless government instruction or levels of staff absence 
are such that we have to close partially or fully. 
At the end of last week, the government announced that we are moving from the Contain phase 
of the coronavirus action plan and into the Delay phase.  
Slowing the spread of the virus 
Public Health England advises that the most important thing individuals can do to protect 
themselves is to wash their hands more often, for at least 20 seconds, with soap and water.  
We are encouraging pupils to: 

• Wash hands frequently, particularly  
o after using public transport 
o before leaving home 
o on arrival at school 
o after using the toilet 
o after breaks and sporting activities 
o before food preparation 
o before eating any food 
o before leaving school.  

• Use an alcohol-based hand sanitiser if soap and water are not available.  
• Use tissues to catch a cough or sneeze, then bin the tissue and wash hands.  
• Avoid touching eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.  

In addition, we have significantly increased the frequency of cleaning throughout the day of 
surfaces around school which are likely to be touched with hands – rails, doors and door handles 
etc. We have also replenished supplies of tissues for each classroom. 
 

 

http://www.holytrinitybarnsley.org/


  

If your child shows symptoms 
To support the delay of the spread of the virus, the Department for Health and Social Care has 
asked anyone who shows certain symptoms to stay at home for 7 days, regardless of whether 
they have travelled to affected areas. This means people should stay at home and avoid all but 
essential contact with others for 7 days from the point of displaying mild symptoms, to slow the 
spread of infection. 
The symptoms are:  

• A high temperature (37.8 degrees and above0 
• A new, continuous cough 

If your child is unwell, please contact school, as you would normally on 01226 704550. 
Stay at Home Guidance from the Government website is as follows: 

• if you have symptoms of coronavirus infection (COVID-19), however mild, do not leave 
your home for 7 days from when your symptoms started (see ending isolation section for 
more information) 

• stay at least 2 metres (about 3 steps) away from other people in your home whenever 
possible 

• sleep alone, if possible 
• wash your hands regularly for 20 seconds, each time using soap and water, or use hand 

sanitiser 
• stay away from vulnerable individuals, such as the elderly and those with underlying health 

conditions, as much as possible 
• you do not need to call NHS 111 to go into self-isolation. If your symptoms worsen during 

home isolation or are no better after 7 days, contact NHS 111 online. If you have no 
internet access, call NHS 111. For a medical emergency dial 999 

Pupils should continue to attend as normal, unless they feel unwell. 
If your child shows symptoms whilst in school we will contact you immediately so that you can 
come and collect your child. 
Educational visits 
The Government has issued new travel guidance for the education sector. This advises against all 
overseas education trips for children under 18. This does not apply to domestic trips, or overseas 
trips which are already underway. 
We will continue to make decisions about trips on a case by case basis. 
GCSE Exams 
The current advice from ofqual is that to continue to prepare for exams and other assessments as 
normal. They are working closely with exam boards and the Department for Education. Their 
overriding priorities are fairness to students this summer and keeping disruption to a minimum. 
How you can help 

• If you’ve recently changed your contact details, please inform the school office as soon as 
possible. 

• Talk to your children about the coronavirus. It’s a scary time and we should make sure 
children and young people feel supported. BBC Newsround has regular updates for younger 
children and YoungMinds has practical steps older children can take to help with anxiety 

• Come and collect your child straight away, if we contact you to inform you that your child 
has a temperature or a new, continuous cough. 

Contingency Plans 
In case current advice changes and schools are required to close for any length of time, staff are 
in the process of preparing work for your child to complete at home. This will be available through 
our website.  
  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://111.nhs.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/search?q=bbc+newsround
https://youngminds.org.uk/blog/what-to-do-if-you-re-anxious-about-coronavirus/


  

School Events 
In the interest of slowing the spread of the virus within school, we have made the decision to 
postpone the Mother’s Day liturgies on Thursday. We will reschedule these later in the year if 
possible.  
We will also cancel the Year 3 and 4 Easter Concert scheduled for Wednesday 1st April. 
Please remember that, as in our school calendar, Friday 20th March is an INSET day. 
Further information 
In the event of any change to the current guidance, I will update you through our website and 
through Schoolcomms.  
Further information can be found at: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus. 

• NHS, if you want to know more about the symptoms of coronavirus. If you think you or 
your child may have the symptoms, use NHS 111 online if at all possible before calling 111 

• Department for Education’s coronavirus helpline: 0800 046 8687, if you have any questions 
about the government’s response to coronavirus in relation to schools 

• Government’s travel advice, if you want to know whether any upcoming trip or holiday 
you’re taking abroad should go ahead 

I know that this is a worrying time for everyone. Please be assured that we are doing all that we 
can to keep any disruption to your child’s education to a minimum, to protect our community and 
to act in line with government guidance. 
Thank you for your continued support. 
Yours faithfully  

 
A Dickson 
Headteacher 
 
 
  

https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-coronavirus

