
 

 

Academic Year 2013-2014  Your Child’s Teaching and Learning Team: 

 Year: 4  Mrs Watkins  Mrs Eager 

 Term: 2  Mrs Ogden 

 Mrs Bedford 

 Mrs Walton 

 Miss Haxby 

 Mrs Farnworth 

 Mrs Quinn 
Dear parents and carers, 
 

This is our second overview of the year which builds on a busy start to the year and takes us through until Easter. 

This document gives you an overview of the things your child(ren) will be learning in school this term. It also 

include tips for supporting your child(ren) at home.  
 

If you have any questions or if you require any support to help your child(ren) at home please do not hesitate to 

contact us. We would also like to hear from you if you feel able to support us in any way. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs Parkin 
Primary Leader 

R.E. Topic: Local Church – Community; The Eucharist; Lent/Easter -Giving 
Children will be learning about life in the local church community, living in communion and celebrating growth 

to new life.  

You can support your child’s learning at home by: 

 Talking about the different community groups that the children may be involved with 

 Talking about how Jesus chose his disciples 

 Celebrate the Lenten journey and the Easter story, by sharing the Lenten Bag. 
 

English 

Handwriting 

Children in Years 1-6 use the Sheffield Structured handwriting programme, which teaches children to start each 

letter from the baseline using an upstroke (except capital letters which are not joined); and finishes with an 

outstroke using the correct letter formation. Please help your child to practise their handwriting skills at home.  

Spelling 

Each week your child will be sent home with a list of spellings to practise. Please ensure you support your child 

with learning these. This term we are focussing on words with plural endings, the use of apostrophes to show 

missing letters and possession plus prefixes and suffixes. 

Writing and Grammar 

Children will also be developing their writing skills during topic work and R.E. This term we are using the text 

‘Benjy’s Ghost’ by Jacqueline Roy and ‘Stig of the Dump’ by Clive King.  Through these texts we are looking at 

stories which raise issues and dilemmas and persuasive writing which links to the topic on ‘Save our Planet’. 

Reading  
In addition to their daily reading work they will have an individual reading session every week. It is important 

that children are encouraged to read for pleasure, at home as well as at school. Access to different types of 

text is crucial, and listening to your child read for a few minutes every day will encourage and foster a love of 

books and stories.  Children also have a personal ‘Bug Club’ account. 

You can support your child’s learning at home by: 

 Reading your child’s reading books with them for a few minutes every day as well as enjoying all sorts of 

other books and reading materials together. 

 Encouraging your child to write as often as possible whether it is making a shopping list, writing stories or 

a diary. 

 Encourage your child to join their handwriting and make sure that tall letters and hanging letters 

(ascenders and descenders) are clear. 



 

 

 

Mathematics 
We will focus on:     Numbers and the Number system; Mental and Written Calculations (Addition, Subtraction, 

Multiplication and Division); Data handling; Problem Solving; Shape (2D and 3D shape, reflection, position and 

movement); Measures 2 (Time, Area and Perimeter);  

You can support your child’s learning at home by: 

 Practise the times tables (2 – 12)and associated division facts 

 Try using addition and subtraction as part of everyday routines e.g. Add 2 shopping items together and give 

change 

 Playing games using all areas of calculation (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division) so that 

eventually your child can give an answer really quickly  

 Reading both analogue and digital clocks for ‘o’clock’, ‘half past’, quarter past and to, as well as other 

times. 

 Using coins to the value of £10.00. 

 Recognising 2 and 3D shapes in the home environment, discussing their properties (eg number of faces, 

corners, vertices and edges) 

 
 

Science 
We will be thinking about Living Things, Healthy Eating and States of Matter (Solids, Liquids and Gases) 

We will be looking at designing and making healthy lunchbox choices; different food groups e.g. protein, fat 

and carbohydrates; and changing states of matter e.g. solids to liquids. 
 

You can support your child’s learning at home by: 

 Discussing healthy food choices when preparing meals. 

 Encouraging the children to make their own sandwiches and packed lunches 

 Providing opportunities for them to take regular exercise and discussing the importance of exercise on the 

body. 
 

PSHCE 
We will continue to have a big focus on working together as a group/class by listening to and sharing and 

taking turns with our friends. We will be thinking about being kind to each other and following class rules. 
 

You can support your child’s learning at home by: 

 Discussing the importance of listening and helping you child by giving them instructions to follow in your 

daily routine.  

 Play turn taking games and help your child share at home. 

 Discuss rules and how they help us stay safe and get on together. 
 

 

Geography/History 
This term we focus on The Environment, Mexico and The Aztecs. Throughout these topics there will be lots of 

opportunities for developing writing skills and speaking and listening skills plus map work,  physical and human 

Geography. 
 

You can support your child’s learning at home by: 

 Discussing different places in the world and climates. 

 
 

Visits this term: Local Church of England and Catholic Churches - 5th February 2014 

York Chocolate Story – 11th March 2014 

 

 


