
 

 

Academic Year 2013-2014  Your Child’s Teaching and Learning Team: 

 Year: 3 

 Term: Spring 

 Class 5: 

 Mr Mullen  

 Mrs Eckford 

 Mrs Oxley 

 Miss Heseltine 

 Class 6: 

 Mrs Raynor  

 Mrs Farnworth 

 Miss Laverack 

   

Dear parents and carers, 
 

This is our second overview of the year which builds on a busy start to the year and takes us through until half 

term. This document gives you an overview of the things your child(ren) will be learning in school this term. It 

also include tips for supporting your child(ren) at home.  
 

If you have any questions or if you require any support to help your child(ren) at home please do not hesitate to 

contact us. We would also like to hear from you if you feel able to support us in any way. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mrs Parkin 
Primary Leader 
 

R.E. Topic 1: Local Church – Community; The Eucharist;  
Children will be learning about the church calendar and Eucharist.  Christian life is about journeying with Christ 

and sharing his way of life.  The Church’s year celebrates the key elements of Christ’s life. 

You can support your child’s learning at home by: 

 Talking about times of the church year. 

 Discuss own special times of the year. 
 

English 

Handwriting 

Children in Years 1-6 use the Sheffield Structured handwriting programme, which teaches children to start each 

letter from the baseline using an instroke (except capital letters which are not joined); and finishes with an 

outstroke using the correct letter formation. Please help your child to practise their handwriting skills at home.  

Spelling 

Each week your child will be sent home with a list of spellings to practise. Please ensure you support your child 

with learning these. This term we are focussing on suffixes: ly, less, ful, er, est, s, ible, able and pronoun use. 

Writing and Grammar 

Children will also be developing their writing skills during topic work and R.E. This term we are using the text ‘The 

Sheep- Pig’ by Dick-King Smith and looking at information texts and play scripts which also link to the topic of 

‘how we can care for ourselves and animals’.  We will be producing an information leaflet based on our topic 

work and our story and we will be re-creating scenes from ‘The Sheep-Pig ‘through use of dialogue and plays. 

Reading  
In addition to their daily reading work they will have an individual reading session every week and will take part 

in guided reading. It is important that children are encouraged to read for pleasure, at home as well as at 

school. Access to different types of text is crucial, and listening to your child read for a few minutes every day 

will encourage and foster a love of books and stories. 

You can support your child’s learning at home by: 

 Reading your child’s reading books with them for a few minutes every day as well as enjoying all sorts other 

books and reading materials together.  Visit  www.bugclub.co.uk   to answer comprehension questions 

based on online reading books. 



 

 

 Supporting them to learn their weekly spellings. 

 
 

Mathematics 
We will focus on:  Data handling (including the use and understanding of tally charts, pictograms and bar 

charts).  Use of the four number operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division) and how we can 

use these skills to solve word problems.  3D shapes (describing, making and the properties of different 3D 

shapes).  

You can support your child’s learning at home by: 

 Ask the children for examples they could give of using a data chart to collect information… Which chart 

would you use?  Why?  Discuss favourite animals, number of siblings etc. 

 Try to use addition and subtraction facts wherever possible in real-life situations i.e. can you add your door 

number to the door number next door?  Can you add all the ages of the people in your family together? 

etc.  

 Try to use multiplication and division facts wherever possible in real-life situations i.e. number of bedrooms in 

your house multiplied by the number of doors in your house?  Your shoe size times by 

mum/dad/grandma/grandpa’s shoe size? etc.  

 Looking what objects around the house represent 3D shapes i.e. kitchen bin may be cylinder, TV set may be 

cube/cuboid etc. 

 Visit www.mymaths.co.uk every Wednesday to complete a task related to what we have been learning. 
 

Science 
We will be thinking about ‘how we can care for ourselves and animals’.  We wil l be looking at different food 

groups, a balanced diet and the transport of food around the body (for humans and animals).  We will also be 

looking at the skeletal system of humans and animals, as well as muscles and joints to support movement. 

You can support your child’s learning at home by: 

 When eating meals, simply ask the child if they know what food group a certain ingredient may fall into i.e 

carbohydrates, proteins, fats, vitamins and mineral etc. 

 When walking to school, talk briefly about how we move our legs and what parts of our body we need to 

carry out any movement – may link to a sporting activity. 
 

PSHCE 
We will be placing a focus on ‘going for goals’. We will be thinking about different goals we may have for 

different parts of our lives and how we can hope to achieve these goals (large focus on goals at school i.e. 

academic achievement or improvement of behaviour). 

You can support your child’s learning at home by: 

 Discussing the importance of having goals and something to work towards.  Ask them what goals they may 

have outside of school i.e. sports clubs, music and/or other hobbies.   

 Discuss goals you may have had in life and how you achieved these i.e. by working hard, doing the right 

thing etc. 
 

Geography 
This term we focus on towns and cities.  Throughout these topics there will be lots of opportunities for 

developing writing skill, ICT skills and speaking and listening skills. 

You can support your child’s learning at home by: 

 Discussing different cities around Barnsley.   

 

General notes / reminders: PE days Class 5 and 6 Fri AM week A and Monday PM Week B  

Class 6’s last swimming session is Thursday 6th February and class 5 will start on Wednesday 12th February. 

When your class is not swimming you will need your PE kit on Wednesday AM A week.  

 

Homework folders  will be sent out on a Wednesday to be in for the following Monday. 

 

http://www.mymaths.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 


